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regard to many of the themes it deals with, the sources that 
students of American history have accessible to them, and the 
kind of training they receive in our colleges and universities. 
These essays will, accordingly, serve the student as a practical, 
valid, and effective guide to the work he will be doing in both 
his advanced undergraduate and graduate courses. 

But whatever distinctive features and concerns the study of 
American history presents, it also relates in many w^ap to the 
study of other fields of history. From the vantage ground of the 
American past, the historian may look out upon the contours 
of the whole study of the past. The antholc^ will help the 
student attain these larger perspectives. 

5. The choice of a particular e^ssay was made for one or more 
of several specific reasons. The essay deals with a central problem 
in the study and writing of American history. It is well written. 
It refl.ects a particular approach to the American past. In it an 
historian speaks on a subject within Ms sf^cial competence. The 
anthology is, in this way, meant to be a dialogue among con¬ 
temporary writers of American history on several major prob¬ 
lems of their craft. As a dialogue, the anthology^ inevitably con¬ 
tains viewpoints that often converge and no less often differ. 

6. Because of very limited space, it has not been possible to 
include articles on all major problems with which the individual 
who studies the writing of American history will be concerned. 
The choices, moreover, have been governed by the unavmi- 
ability, for a variety of reasons, of essays on particular subjects 
and problems. But the anthology, it should be noted again, is 
nowhere' meant to be anything but a selection and an intro¬ 
duction. 

The organization of the anthology and the subjects with 
which it is concerned were dictated not by any previous desi^, 
but rather by the essays that American historians, including 
some of the -principal members of the gild, have been writing 
in recent years. These essays converge on several laiger ques¬ 
tions, and it is the answer to these questions which constitutes 
the subject matter of the respective sections of the anthology: 
a. What are the nature and uses of history? b. is the his¬ 

torian’s role in ascertaining historical truth? c. What has been 
the course of American historiography, in general, and what, in 
particular, has been the significance of the grand th^s of 
Charles Austin Beard and Frederick Jackson Turner? d. How 
is the American past being rewritten by our own ^nerationr' 





THE CRAFT OF 
AMERICAN HISTORT 


Volume I 



THE CRAFT OF 
AMERICAN HIS TORT 


Selected Essays 


Edited by 

A. S. Eisenstadt 


Volume I 


HARPER TORCHBOOKS ▼ The Academy Library 
Harper & Row, Publishers, New York 



To the Memory of My Mother and Father 


THE CRAFT OF AMERICAN HISTORY: VOLUME I . _ 

Compilation, Introductions, and Bibliographies copyright (g) 
1966 by A. S. Eisenstadt. 

Printed in the United States of America. 

All rights reserved. No part of this book may used or repro¬ 
duced in any manner whatsoever without written permission 
except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles 
and reviews. For information address Harper & Row, Publishers, 
Incorporated, 49 East 33rd Street, New York, N. Y. 10016. 

First Edition; harper torchbooks, 1966 
Harper 8e Row, Publishers, Incorporated 
New York, N.Y. 10016. 


Designed by Audrey Sinclare 


This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by f'f 
trade be lent, re-sold, hired out, or otherwise disposed of without tfu 
publishers consent, in any form of binding or cover other than that in 
which it is published. 



I 


Contents 

Volume I 

Introduction ^ 

PART one: the nature and uses of history 
Introductory Notes ^ 

1 Arthur Bestor: The Humaneness of History 7 

2 WiiHam B. Willcox: An Historian Looks at Social 

Change 

5 Lee Benson & Gushing Strout: Causation and the 

American Civil War S 4 

4 Frank E. Vandiver: The Confederate Myth 65 

PART two: objectivity and truth in history 
Introductory Notes 7 ^ 

5 Bert J. Loewenbeig: Some Problems Raised by Historical 

Relativism 75 

6 J. H. Hexter: The Historian and his Day 88 

7 Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr.: The Historian and History 102 

PART three: the history of AMERIC4N HISTORY-TURNER 

AND BEARD 

Introductory Notes 1 

8 Edward N. Saveth: A Science of American History 118 

9 Ray Allen Billington: How the Frontier Shaped the 

American Character: Tumefs Frontier Hypothesis 135 

10 Richard Hofstadter: Beard and the Constifution: The 

History of an Idea 149 

PART four: rewriting THE AMERICAN PAST 

Introductory Notes 169 

V 

i.-ic 

mmii KM'.T".;:';,: /iJiiayLoat 



VI 


THE CRAFT OF AMERICAN HISTORY 


11 Allan Mevins & Matthew Josephson: Should American 

History Be Rewritten? 

12 Jotm Higham: The Cult of the American Consensus'*: 

Homogenizing Our History ig^ 

IS Bernard Bailyn: Political Experience and Enlightenment 

in Eighteenth-Century America 206 

14 Dnt^miaii: The Abolitionists and Psychology 221 

15 l\illiaiii E. Leuditenbiirg: The Roosevelt Reconstruc¬ 

tion: Retrospect 220 


Volume II 


part fwe: the varteties of history 
Intrcxiectory Note 

16 John H%ham: American Intellectual History: A Critical 

Appraisal 

17 Arthur H. Cole: TFhaf is Business History? 

tS Chiles N, Glaab: The Historian and the American 
Urban Tradition 

19 John . 4 . Garraty: The Nature of Biography 
so Frederick B. ToUes: The Biographer's Craft 


8 

25 

35 

56 

71 


part six : history anb other bisgipones 
Introdncmrj" Notes 

21 Thorny G. Cochran: History and the Social Sciences 

22 A. S. Ei^tadt: American History and Social Science 

23 SmikI P. Hap: History as Human Behavior 

24 ^illiam L. L^^r: The Next Assignment 

25 Henp- Nash Smith: Can “American Studies" Develop 

a MeihoAf ^ 

26 C. \'ann Woodward: The Historical Dimension 


85 

90 

110 

126 

141 

168 

182 




%ViC,l 1 llSfU 


Intrc^uctory Notes 

27 Bemmd Bail^n; The Problems of the Working H 

tonaw: A C&mmemi 

28 Waiter Prwcott Webb: The Historical Seminar: 

Outer Shell and its Inner Spirit 
s§ Dougks E. Leach: Emrfy Tomn Records of New Enslaj 

&s Histones! Sources ^ 


igg 

208 

230 



Contents 


VII 


go Richard B. Morris: American Labor History Prior to 
The Civil War: Sources and Opportunities for Re¬ 
search 

gi Merrill Jensen, Samuel Flagg Bemis, Sc David Donald: 

The Life and Soul of History ^ 5 ^ 

32 Allan Nevins: History This Side the Horizon 259 

33 George F. Kennan: The Experience of Writing History 270 



Acknowledgments 


I am particularly indebted to Herman Ausubel, John Higham, 
and William E. Leuchtenburg, whose good counsel guided me 
through several stages of my work on the anthology. I am also 
grateful for the advice of the following friends: Dean Albertson, 
Carl N. Degler, John Hope Franklin, Margaret R. Furcron, and 
Thomas B. Furcron. In the task of selecting the articles com¬ 
prising this anthology, out of a great repository of periodicals, I 
was served generously by the librarians of the Brooklyn Public 
Library, Brooklyn College, and the American History Division 
of the New York Public Library. 


A. S. E. 



Introduction 


This book is designed to serve as an introduction to its subject: 
the writing of American history, as it is practiced in the United 
States today. Containing thirty-three essays by many of our 
major historians, it is a handbook on the craft of American his¬ 
tory by the master craftsmen themselves. 

The anthology is meant to meet an obvious need, for there 
are all too few guides for those undertaking, either on the under¬ 
graduate or the graduate level, the study of writing American 
history. Those that do exist tend to deal more with the tech¬ 
niques of historical writing than with its nature; they are more 
concerned with form than with substance. Often lacking any 
organized or broad introduction to the subject, the student is 
left to learn the hard way, by a long and costly process of trial 
and error—^as much error, in many instances, as trial. Learning 
the hard way frequently means not having an opportunity to 
learn well. This anthology seeks to assist the student in resolving 
these problems: it deals with the various aspects of American 
historical writing, substance no less than form, and premises no 
less than process; it helps to bring him into an early cognizance 
of the many questions that will confront him in his study and 
in his writing; and it opens up to him the possibilities and 
varieties which the study of the past affords. 

In selecting the essays, the editor has been guided by a few 
basic rules. Stating these will further help to make dear just 
what the anthology is and what it purports to do. 

1. Because the principal aim has been to introduce the student 
to the contemporary world of American historical writing, essays 
have been included that date from the period since World War 
II—the preponderance, indeed, from the past decade. 
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THK C,IRArr OF AMFJirCjAN nirroftY 


In truikinif (he .sc*Ic*< liorj.s, iIif Fdhor \vah tajjped the rich and 
(livenst* siHtm^s ol our* prnie.ssional and .s(ani-fnc)fe5iSionaI lnstx)ri» 
ail jonnials and of our jourunh of opinion and crilieiwn. Here 
may lx; found onr forennosi historians, working out in (he open, 
as it wer<^ dis<c>u!.sing upon the (eniral prohhnns of their craft, 
d’he wide varicay of p(*riodi<als repr(*sen(,e<l in this volume is 
not r(*adily availahh* to the studeni, Ihticisely I)ec:ause of their 
availability, books dealing with the study and writing of Ameri¬ 
can history have not bectn <:anvass(xl; such books, in fact, are 
generally concerned with a jjarticular problem or theme, not 
with the subject; as a whole, dhe following is a list of the journals 
from which the essays havtj been taken: 


The American Archivist 

American Heritage 

Ihe American Historical Review 

American Quarterly 

Busimtss History Review 

The Centennial Review 

Commentary 

Diogenes 

Foreign Affairs 

History and Theory 

Iowa Journal of History 

The Journal of Modern History 

The Journal of Negro History 

The Journal of Social Issues 


Labor History 

The Mississippi Valley Flistorical 
Review 

The New England Quarterly 
Political Science Quarterly 
The Saturday Review 
The South Atlantic Quarterly 
Southwest Review 
Vermont Quarterly 
The Virginia Quarterly Review 
The Western Humanities 
Review 

The Wisconsin Magazine of 
History 


3. ^Fhe anthology consists of complete essays, the editor having 
avoided presenting an essay either in part or out of context. 
Each essay thus stands as an independent and self-contained 
representation of its author's viewpoint. The footnotes accom¬ 
panying the original essay liave, for the sake of completeness 
and scholarship, also been reproduced. Obvious typographical 
errors have been corrected, but stylistic preferences have been 
retained. 

4. With but a few exceptions, this book consists of essays by 
American historians discussing problems and themes of Ameri¬ 
can history. The study of the American past is the largest single 
concern of our professional historians in the courses they teach 
and the histories they write. It merits individual and particular 
attention for this reason. The study of American history, more¬ 
over, presents its own distinct problems and characteristics in 



